
Certifying Documents with Future Signature Fields in Adobe 
Acrobat 8 

Figure 1: Digital signatures added to an uncertified document result in yellow warning 

symbols. 



 

 

 

Figure 2: Three digital signature form fields have been added to a PDF document. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure 3: The user selects a Digital ID for certifying. 

 

 

 

Figure 4: A ribbon appears, indicating that the document has been certified. 



 

 

 

 



Figure 6: A checkmark appears, indicating that the document has been signed. (Notice 

that multiple signatures do not have a “subsequent change” warning icon.) 



Figure 7: A revoked status results in a red “X” icon. The signature status indicates that the 

certifying certificate has been revoked. 

Figure 8: If the “require revocation checking” option is enabled and Adobe fails to 

communicate with a specified source of revocation information (OCSP, online CRL, etc) 

this icon is displayed.  



Figure 9: When a document has been modified outside the scope of allowable changes, the 

red “X” icon appears. When troubleshooting problems, it is important the check the 

signature properties to understand the nature of the problem (as many potential problems 

can lead to a red “X” icon). 

 

Figure 10: Expired certificates result in a “?” icon. This typically means that the current 

date/time does not fall within the bounds of the certificate’s validity period. 



Figure 11: Invalid timestamps may or may not cause the icon to change. This depends on 

whether the certificates in the timestamp server chain are valid at the current system time. 

An inspection of the signature properties indicates any errors in verifying the timestamp. 


